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Max Weber
· Sociologist lived end 1800-* begin 1900

· Looks at the emergence of secular modernity and specifically to the role of religion in all this.

· Weber developes a few concepts

1. RATIONALITY + MODERNIZATIONS + CALCULATION

( on which he builds his θ of bureaucracy 

2. The concept of THE DISENCHANTMENT of the world (Die Entzauberung der Welt) 

( there is no longer a belief in a higher transcendental power, no magic or mysticism – we cannot know God, we can only know the NATURE we live in.

3. The concept that there is an affinity (Wahlenverwantschaft) between Puritan Protestantism and Capitalism. This doesn’t mean that religion directly caused modern capitalism ( later.
· New for Weber was that he placed religious factors and politicalen economical processes in a HISTORICAL view .

( where Durkheim looks from a determinist, functional perspective, Weber looks at social transitions of Modernity.

(Weber investigates how and wherein history religious ideas were picked up and spread by a certain group that somehow has the status and the power to influence a social transformation in society.

( he doesn’t look at the way a religious society acts, how they follow certain rituals ,but rather observes the WAY OF LIFE of ascetic protestants, which according to him has an AFFINITY with the economical and political process of rationalization.

( Weber is inspirational for anthropologists ‘casue of his methodological principle on “the INTERPRETATION AND ELUCIDATION of CULTURAL DIFFERENCES” 
Weber explains in this text the idea of “The Spirit of Capitalism” ( how it has to be understood.

It’s a comlex of elements united in 1 whole concept anw we have to look at it from a historical, cultural view.

Not as 1 thing with different specifications – but as a gradual building up of different individual parts that come together in 1 reality.


Hence the definitive concept can only be made up at theend of the investigation.

So to analyse the historical process, we don’t have the concept yet. That’s why he strats with the PROVISIONAL DESCRIPTION of the Spirit of Capitalism.

To illustrate, Weber uses a document by Benjamin Franklin on his MORAL ATTITUDES (free translation). 
Everything that pertains to the definition of the Spirit of Capitalism is contained in those 5 principles.

1. Time is money

2. Credit is money 

3. Money generates money

4. Pay your dues on time to keep your friend satisfied ( be careful and honest and thus you’ll increase your credits

5. Invest in a clever, rational way

He compares this with KÜRNBERGERs words”they make tallow out of cattle and money out of men” and explains that it seems that the final goal of capitalism is “to increase your capital”, out of greed (avarice).

BUT it is a bit more complicated.
It is not simply about “how to make it in todays world” though about a peculiar ETHIC.

The emphasis doesn’t lie on “how to become a clever businessman”. The essence is in the ETHOS on a “man’s DUTY”.

He doesn’t want to see capitalism as e merely commercial expression without any moral connotation, on the contrary, he means it in a specific sense: it’s a WAY to LEAD your LIFE.

Franklin’s list of attitudes seems to be UTILITARISTIC: be honest and punctual and you’ll be productive and assure credit.

It looks as if those virtues are only USEFUL and FUNCTIONAL to the individual, like in the idea to make your dues as small as possible to gaina lot of recognition later…

BUT it’s not that simple!

The Spirit of Capitalism is not about purely EGOCENTRIC MOTIVES, it’s about “leading the right life” – “following the right path”.

The highest good (summum bonum)  is not to use the money you gain for spontane, impulsive joys, don’t spend all that you gain to directly satisfy material needs.
So, not “ACQUISITION” is the main purpose, but there is a religious implication, transcendent from the individual.

B.Franklin was brought up in a Calvinist family, his father drummed the Bible texts into his head. The on in the text meaning  “Do you see a man committed  to his work with all his heart and so skilled, he will deserve to work for a king.”
Weber illustrates here the fundamental basis of the Spirit of Capitalism is that it is a CALLING: you lead a good life (in the eyes of God) – if you gain money in an efficiënt and legal way. This is an obligation in life. The individual has to  FEEL it. 

!! This feeling doesn’t only appear in the conditions of capitalism – it is much older than that.

But in this context Weber puts that the ACCEPTANCE of the ETHIC MAXIM WAS one OF THE MAIN CONDITIONS OF TODAYS CAPITALISM. 

Today the individual – either a manufacturer or a worker – has to conform to the rules of action of capitalism.

The origin of todays capitalism HISTORICALLY lies in the WAY OF LIFE of whole groups of people en not with an isolated individual.

Here Weber takes distance from Karl Marx theory on historical matreialism an the idea of a capitalistic superstructure.

The spirit of capitalism as A STATE OF MIND stood up against a world of hostile forces. It was the period of the Reformation and it was seen as a sort of greed and a lack of self-respect and it still is by people who are not adapted to capitalism.

But the origin of this State of mind doesn’t lie in the “greed of gold”, but in the ETHICAL PECULIARITIES of CALVINIST PROTESTANTISM.
With a line out of Miltons Paradise Lost –a puritan – Weber shows that there’s a difference between the view on religious daily life of Catholics and Lutherans on one side and Calvinist Protestantism on the other side.

The puritans see life in this world as a task (not the liwing in a world here-after).

Thus the ETHIC in the spirit of capitalism has its ORIGIN in the Calvinist Protestantism, which doesn’t mean that the capitalism itself is directly originated in protestantism.

Puritans and calvinists were after the SALVATION of the SOUL. Their motives were strictly religious.

The spirit of capitalism only has an AFFINITY with the religion in so far that it is an onforeseen result that came out of it.

So it has played a PART in the development of todays worldly modern culture together with innumerable other factors.

Weber underlines that he only investigates the role of religion and the question is: to what extent? The main element of modern capitalism – and to all modern cultures – is that the original idea of a “CALLING” originated from the protestant Calvinism.

( the puritans say that man is forced to work in a calling and this ishow the economic order was built in the modern world.

The problem is that those ethics will become an IRON CAGE. It will determine the lives of individuals in this economic mechanism of always gainig more and more. 

The modern capitalism will be stripped from its relgious and ethical meaning and there will be a mere economic compulsion tu fulfill mundaine passions.

Though Weber doesn’t want to bother about judgements of value here.
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