Small places, large issues: Chapter 9: Gender and age.

Social differentiation is a universal phenomena.

· Vertical dimension: inequality in power or rank

· Horizontal dimension: does not express unequal rank, bur for example difference expressed through the division of labour. 

· In small societies: differentiation is simple and sometimes defined by age and gender

· In more complex societies: great difference between rich and poor

Gender.

Gender difference:  biological/ sex instead of gender (genitals, women give birth) 



  and  socially and culturally (where anthropologist focus on)
Gender was a long time neglected in anthropological research, since 1970: a central topic
 -> notion ‘original matriarchy’: the idea that human society was originally ruled by women.
The relative powerlessness and allegedly universal subjugation of women have been subjected to a great deal of comparative research, forming the basis of debate in favour of and against Western notions of discrimination and power.

Gender in the division of labour.
Even in societies with a simple division of labour -> different work for men and women. Men usually hunt and women usually forage. 

For long time believed that hunting was the main source of livelihood. But detailed research -> most important source of nutrition are things gathered by women.

Ester Boserup (1970): in agricultural societies: women carry out the main bulk of the agricultural work and that there influence is greater then the influence of men. The political position of these women is generally weakened when new technology is introduced (can be controlled by men).
The private and the public.

Although women may carry out as much work than men :

Women -> nearly universally responsible for domestic work

Men -> responsible for the household’s dealings with the outside world

Cause: women’s lack of physical mobility during pregnancy and suckling

Dominance and submission.

Do women everywhere have a lower rank and less power than men?

1) very significant variations in different societies 

2) what is meant by rank, subordination and discrimination of women? -> not universal concepts

3) does men and women understand the same thing by power discrepancies?

Great discrepancy between rules and practices. The law and official ideology state that men ought to be in charge of politics and domestic economy. In practice -> women sometimes seem to exert more power than men.

Men:women::culture:nature?
In many societies, women are seen as being closer to nature and men closer to culture because:

· body of women and its biological functions (birth, menstruation, suckling)

· social roles (cooking, cleaning) are regarded as lower

On the other hand: women have cultural roles: maintain and transmit tradition, more strongly religious than men.. =>model is simplistic

Women’s worlds and men’s worlds? 

Women’s worlds are generally more difficult to explore than men’s worlds because women tend to communicate in ways not immediately intelligible to anthropologists, while men more easily talk about their society in ways familiar to anthropological reasoning.

Sexualities.

Henrietta Moore: people have bodies that are present in a differentiated binary form -> body mutilation, transsexualism and homosexuality as practices that seems to pose a serious challenge to this binary form.
-> people do not find their gender identities particularly fluid or open to choice.

Age.
Like gender, age is a universal principle for social differentiation:

· biological process

· socially constructed: in many societies a person’s rank rises as he or she become older, regardless of gender.

Paradox: children are often considered imperfect but also innocent (a condition which is a form of perfection).

Age grades and age groups.
Age: function as vertical differentiation (different rank when you become older) 

                   and horizontal (dividing the population into peer groups).

Colin Turnbull -> 5 life-stage:

Childhood: dependent on others

Adolescence: develop sexual maturity, preparing for full social responsibility

Youth: period of higher education (no universal stage)
Adulthood: full of responsibility, work and routine
Old Age: physical and mental defects may set in, but heart and soul are more 

    vital
Ageing into a gendered person.
Infants are born with both male and female properties and has to turn into men and women -> rites de passage, go through process of learning culminates in a series of puberty (often circumcision, tattooing or other visible alterations).

Rites de passage.

van Gennep: society reproduces itself. People are given new statuses without the social structure changing and the public character of the ceremonies gives the inhabitants an annual reminder of the fellowship, rights and obligations.
3 phases: separation: individual moves away from a fixes point in social 

     structure towards something unknown

      liminality: ambiguous stage, in certain sense placed outside of society (danger position because society risk that the actor refuses to reintegrate)

      reintegration: return as new persons, usually at a higher level of rank.

Turner: rituals are condensed expressions of a social form, makes statements about society and individuals in general.

Marriage and death.

In kinship-based societies, marriage gives important opportunities for forging alliances between kin groups and symbolizes the continuity of society.
Challenges faced at a death are universal: first, death must be given a symbolic content to make it possible for the survivors to reconcile themselves with it and second, one must ensure that lives goes on, that the society continues after a death.

Rites of passage in modern societies?
Funeral: still important

baptism, confirmation, marriage: less important -> are associated with religion and are no longer important for individuals in marking the transition from one status to another.
