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Chapter 8: Marriage and Alliance

Men see women as a scarce resource and they don’t want to give away a woman of the kin group without receiving other women in return. 

Dowry and Bridewealth

Dowry: the bride brings gifts of the family into the marriage, often households utensils, linen and other things for the home. It is an institution that can be seen as a compensation to the man’s family for undertaking to support the woman economically. It can also be an advance of inheritence. 

Birdewealth: the groom’s kin is obliged to transfer resources to the bride’s kin in return for his rights to her labour and reproductive powers.

Levirate: a widow marries the brother of the deceased, and this way the patrilineage retains control over the women and her children after the husband’s death. 
Sororate: a widower marries the sister of the deceased. The woman’s kin group commits itself replacing the death woman with a living one.

Moieties and Marriage

Exogamous groups must by defenition obtain woman from the outside by woman exchange.

° exchange of sisters
° exchange of women by corporations: The society is divided into moieties and they have a division of labour in addition to exchange women.

° cross-cousins: father’s sister’s children and mother’s brother’s childeren. Seen trough a certain period, this kind of system takes the form of a moiety system; This system is well known among the Yananomö and they create a very stable system. Chagnon argued that the political stability is the highest whete the biological kinship bounds are strongest. Lévi-Strauss: it is a fundamental expression of reciprocity between kin groups with an elementary kinhship system.
° parallel cousins cannot be married: father’s brother’s and mother’s sister’s children.
Exchange and Rank Differences

° Cyclical exchange between women: clan A gives women to clan B, which gives women to clan C, which gives women to clan D, which in turn gives women to clan A. A woman can only be paid for with another woman. It is an asymmetrical alliance system and often implies rank differences between the groups. 

Endogamous systems: in a highly stratified societies where considereble resources are transmitted trough marriage.
Descent and Alliance Theory

Since all groups are exogamous at some level, marriage necessaraly creates alliances outside the nuclaer family, the lineage or the clan. Evans-Pritchard and Meyer Fortes focused strongly on descend-based corporations. Groups with shared unilinear descend are cohesive and could be mobilised politically. 
Elementary and Complex Structures
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Lévi-Strauss: the development of alliances between groups trough the exchange of women is the fundamental fact of kinship. Exchanging women creates ties of affinity. The alliances between groups are more fundamental than shared descent. Affinality is a universal key to understanding of the integration of society.
The ‘elementary structure’ or ‘kinship atom’ is fundamental to kinship and human society as such. 
Complex structures, prevalent in modern societies and based on individual choice, have only negative rules and are therefore unable to create long-term alliances between kingroups. 

The severe uncle (Lévi-Strauss): the relationship between a man and his maternal uncle is crucial in matrilineal societies. 

Prescriptive and Preferantial Rules?

Claude Lévi-Strauss: Founder of structuralism. Principle of binary oppositions: the view that the mind organises the world in contrasting pairs and developes coherent systems of relationship of such a starting-point. He is a prolific writer who has synthesised and re-analysed enormous amounts of ethnography recorded by others. He received severe critics that his general schemes do not fit their ethnography. The ultimate aim of his studies has been to reveal the principles for the functioning of the mind.
Rodney Needham: critic of Lévi-Strauss: latter’s was only valid in societies with prescriptive marriage rules and made a distinction between prescriptive and preferential systems. Lévi-Strauss rejected this view: the so-calles prescriptive systems are preferential, and the so-called preferential systems are prescriptive. Prescriptions thus only exist at the normative level, and in practice such rules are never followed prefectly. What Lévi-Strauss speaks of as prescriptive rules simply amount to the categories the members of society think trough; Needham’s distinction makes it possible to distinguish between these categories and the strategies the actors follow to achieve specific, culturally defined aims. Most kinship phenomena can be interpreted from an alliance perspective as well as a descent perspective. 

Kinship, Nature and Culture

Kin do not come naturally; they must be created socially, and this is at least partly fashioned so as to facilitate tasks en do create order in an otherwise chaotic social world. Needham and Schneider have argued that kinship is an invention with no necessary connection with biological facts. It is the invention of anthtropologists. It remains the fact that impotant forms of kinship are universally framed in terms of biological descent. 

Some Common Denominators

° All have rules regulating incest and exogamy
° In all societies, alliences are forged between persons or descent groups
° In all societies, mother and child live together during the first years of a child’s life

° All have functioning reproductive institutions and rules of inheritance

Kinship and Bureaucracy

The nuclear family is an important institution in modern societies, and in many such communities kinship is decisive for one’s career opportunities,  political belonging, place of residence and more. 

 Max Weber: clear interrelationship between the Industrial Revolution, the growth of anonymous bureaucratic organisation based on formal rules and the weakening of kinship bonds. These organisations are a distinctive advance over the particularistic principles that had dominated earlier. 
Talcott Prasons: regarded modern societies as achievement-oriented and universalistic, as opposed to traditional societies, which he saw as ascription-oriented and particularistic. 

Methaphoric Kinship

Due to industrialistaion and integration of large, heterogeneous populations in nation-states, it has become impossible to maintain clan-, or lineage- based social organisations. Kinship is partly been replaced by metaphoric ideologies such as nationalism. Nationalims presents the nation as a metaphoric kin group. A decisive difference between nationalism and actual kinship ideology is the fact that the nation encompasses a large number of people who will never meet personally; it promotes an anonymous communitiy between people who do not know each other. 
Kinship in Anthroplogy Today

Holy:  ° Kinship constitutes one of the institutional domains which are conceived to be                                             

              universal components or building blocks of every society.


° Kinship has to do with the prodution of human beings and the relations between


   human beings that are the concomitants of reproduction. 


° Every society utilises for various social purposes the genealogical relations which it 


   assumes to exist among people.

Kinship and Gender

In the studies of kinship, a male perspective is often taken for granted. Today there exist a growing literature which tries to see social life from a gender-neutral perspective or even with an explicit female bias. 
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