dit is een korte samenvatting van een heel beschrijvende tekst die geen grote gelaagdheid vertoonde. met de onderstaande structuur van de tekst en de uitleg van de begrippen kom je al een heel end.



Chapter 1
Seeing the Sacred

A. Darsan

When Hindus go to a temple, they don't say

"I am going to worship",
but rather

"I am going for darsan".

In Hindu understanding, the deity is present IN the image.
Beholding the image is an act of worship.
By beholding the image, one gets the blessings of the divine.
Darsan = seeing the divine image.

Because of darsan, 

-Hindus travel to see important images or 

-to places which are said to be natural epiphanies of the divine (like the peaks of the Himalaya).
-holy persons like Mahatma Gandhi also have darsan
(people would stand in line to "take his darsan").

The deity sees the worshiper as well => contact through the eye. Hindus do not only wish to see, but also to be seen by Lord Krsna.

Seeing is a kind of touching and of knowing.
(the old wise people are called "seers").

B. The Visible India

- Hinduism is is very visual religious tradition.
- The eye has a prominent role in the apprehension of the sacred.

the word that is being translated as "thought" in Vedic literature, is from the same root as "insight" or "seeinge or "vision"

- God is eminently visible, but people do not always have the refinement of sight to see him.

Hindu worship makes full use of all senses.
one sees the image of the deity (=darsan), touches it, hears the mantras + food, flowers and incense.

C. Film images and photography

An image can be "read"  (i.e.  hieroglyphs)

The making of images in our minds, as ideas, is a fundamental human activity.
One might add of religious imagination as well.

Seeing an image always asks for an interpration.
A photograph is never a universal language.


D. An Image of God

In India, Hindu deities are visible everywhere. 
Colorful, elephant headed gods etc.

For westerners travelling through India in 19th century, very strange.

- "evil favoured " "montruous mouths" etc.

=> We need some visual hermeneutic,
a context to make an interpretation.

In Western tradition: "the Book"
the Word is more being trusted upon than the Image as a mediator of devine truth.

In Hindu tradition: the Image

E. Polytheistic Imagination


Hinduism has many gods, but these are forms of the one and only god.


But also, the world is not only the embodiment of the divine, but the very body of the divine.

Chapter 2
The nature of the Hindu Image

A. The Aniconic and the Iconic Image

Iconic image:  representational; it has a recognizable "likeness" to its mythic subject. 

example: -a painting of Christ


       -Hanuman with the body of a monkey

Aniconic image:  an image that does not attempt any anthropomorphic form or any representational likeness.

example: -a plain cross in Christianity

               -fire as an aniconic image of the divine. It has a 

central place in many Hindu rites; 

 
       -a "linga"



1. ANICONIC IMAGES
Linga:
-is perhaps the best known image if India's aniconic images.

-is a smooth, cylindrical stone
-is worshipes as Siva

-have often been mistaken as an iconic image for a "phallic symbol" by European travelers and missionaries in    the 18th and 19th century

 rather than an aniconic image of Siva

-the Linga evoked strong feelings of moral outrage by these westerners


Conclusion: interpretations of the "eye of the beholder".

vertical stone shaft, the linga    = male component

circular horizontal base, the pitha     = female component

=divine unity of Siva (linga) and Sakti (pitha)

Among aniconic images are those embodiments of divinity which are aspects of nature
-River Ganga
-basil plant
-the Sun  etc.

2. ICONIC IMAGES



In Sanskrit, there are more words for an iconic image.

Murti: is a manifestation and is not different from the reality itself. It is the deity itself taken form.
Vigraha: a form which enables the mind to grasp the nature of God

=> the images of the gods are anthropomorphic, 
but not likenesses of any earthly form. 
(but fantastic forms, with multiple heads and arms etc.)
The Indian religious artist gives shape to those things we cannot see.


The iconic image:
-has had a central role for more than 2000 years in Hindu worship.

-had a theological and narrative function:

They are visual theologies, who are "read"

One visual symbol reveals many aspects of a god.

Example: the icon of a four-armed Siva dancing in a ring of fire. flaming circle = samsara, the cycle of creation and destruction...  (p41)

They are also visual scriptures.
The many myths of the tradition are narrated in living stone.

Example in Christianity: carved portals of a cathedral,

which present stories, ethics of Christian tradition for the vast majority earlier who could not read.

Today in India the narrative and didactic tradition of traditional myths.

-is carried on in folk art.

-even with the help of modern technology
(commercial film, cartoons, etc.)

Mass printing of color reproductions had extended the availability of images => image in home shrine, also darsan of the picture of the image!

B. The Rituals Uses of the Image

How is the divine image regarded by the Hindus?

2 principal attitudes are important:

1. the image is primarly a focus for concentration

2. the image is the embodiment of the divine.

The IMAGE is 



- the real embodiment of the deity.


- Not just a device, 



- it is charged with the presence of the god



- for some Hindus, an incarnation of the god.

=> God has come accessible in images

The image does not stand in between the worshiper and God. It is the image that makes the close relationship possible. The deepest emotions in worship are made possible by the image.
And how is it used in a ritual context?
              - Rituals and treatment of the image.


(From a western point of view it can look quite strange,
looks like "playing house" with God:)

in Hindu worship (home or temple), the image lives with the people: the image is wakened in the morning, dressed and fed etc. and honored with flowers and lights, incense..  =domestic acts

-For Hindus, these are gestures of humility.
-Symbolically powerful, because of their simple and domestic nature.

=> Hindu worship is not only an attitude of honor, but also of affection

For some Hindus, the image is really a devine "descent" of God. The image-incarnation is a divine guest, and must be treated as such.


What sense have these honor offerings?

The image is being offered things of the human world, not "God's necessities".

These human acts towards the gods, can be seen as an occasion for awakening the senses and directing them towards the divine.

=> not only vision, but all senses are focused on God.


God is present in the image, whether for a moment or forever. People come to see it because there is something very powerful there to see (Darsan). 
